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SCHOOLYARD BLITZ 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.56 pm]:  I will speak about an initiative we have taken in our region called 
schoolyard blitz.  It was an idea that first started in Geraldton, and I approached the previous Minister for 
Education to have it in our region.  Each public school in our school district was given $5 000 to provide an 
entry statement for the school to encourage undecided parents that public schools are worth sending their 
children to.  The judges were Tullio Rubinich from the Department of Education and Training, the member for 
Stirling, Tracy Blaszkow from Keep Albany Beautiful and me. We travelled to more than 20 schools from 
Albany to Walpole, Kojonup to Tambellup, Wellstead and surrounding areas.  The standard of work done by the 
parents, staff, local committees and especially the children was amazing.  The exercise not only gave a much-
needed boost to our public schools’ image, but also provided the school committees with a bonding that they will 
remember for a long time.  It was very rewarding to see the pride and satisfaction in the faces of the children as 
they showed the work they had done, and the ownership they now have of their schools.  The three criteria for 
the schools were impact, creativity and community involvement, and most of the schools received high marks in 
all areas.  It was also a great experience for all the judges to get out to our region to see not only the larger 
schools, but also the smaller schools in smaller towns.  They were all equally proud of their schools.   I also 
thank Neil Darby and the staff of the district education office for their support on this project.  The winners are - 
well, members will just have to wait till 20 May because, as a result of the recent flooding, some reports are still 
coming in.  Congratulations to all concerned.  
 


